Dear Howard, and your lav? review SOIA article, 6/3/76 

We ted an incredible excellent day in cojirt today, appeals on the new spectro. 

We ars without doubt about reversal and stiff remand, The miserable subhuman 
of a BJ lawyer visibly gave up. He was, in fact, so disheartened that lie blabbed Ills 

t'lrong things. Alas, no appeals transcripts are available if made. 
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We can t be certain about the meaning of the opening, but if it was for real 
then the turnaround actually happened in open court, 

ft eEember, accept for the eheif judge on the original case we had every one voting 
against us, Today there was a visiting judge from Montana as the third to Spttswood 
Robinson III and sfilksy* (Two of the Vaughn v. Boson panel, by the way, when they then 
resersd the same district judge, Pratt, ) 

Robison., who presided, didn t give Jim a chance to say hello before he was all 
over him, Jim held up fin® and began to turn Robinson around rather well. They they 
stopped Ms, saying they'd come back, and Wilkey had questions for the DJ wretch 
Stein, who had abundant lies that did not suffice. He tried to try the case on as and 
they brushed it aside. He simply could not meet the record we’d made, with rigor that 
JjjE thinks helped and nay have been crucial, despite the lawyorly reluctance to find 
a spade more than an iiaplisant of undescribed character. 

Our I think unprecedented emphasis on the total absence of meeting the initial 
burden and the Sana on no j-first~person affirmations scored. Why could sot the people 
with first-hand kaowldge affoaa? Are they dead? 

Shear® is every indication that the almost multitudinous resignations we have 
forced from the W3L have been, for the FBI, in vain. I think this decision will direct 
that we get answers from Frasier and Gallagher at least. 

What I gave im of raster on the reports really impressed the judges. He read it, 

Robinson svad ridiculed Pratt, who found " substantial compliance," language 
not in the law (in this saase—ii is on recovery of costs), "I don t know what that 
seems , n he said. 

There is no possibility of doubt, my direct confrontation on every fact and 
allegation, was the thing, This court was confronted by entirely unresolved factual 
contradictions on all material questions and. is without means of resolving them. 

They, also quite clearly, are going to find for us on discovery, which Pratt denied. 

Jim wax. so euphoric he gave the cabbie a 5Q$ tip! I feel fine but knowing what 2 
know unless there is a contrary policy determination the government will go up, We'll 
have to await the decision. But unless they are prepare to throw in the JFK assassina- 
tion sponge they have to go to the Burger defense . unless they feel they can stall more 
and longer by accepting a reman and stonewalling again, ¥h±s will put great pressure on 
Sratt. Jim and 1 did not discuss this. But can you imagine fsazier and Gallagher under 
oath saying what the lawyeres represent- thatbwhsa the President was killed they did no 
do what is essential in the homicide of a Bowery bus? Or Frazier denying Ms sworn WO 
testimony? Or swearing that all the necessary tests were not done? 

It was so impressive that the 3ader man who handles these things case up to us 
later, (fie ana an associate were the only spectators. They held this case for last, I 
felt it was for tine but was uncertain whether this was good or bad.) I'll not be sur- 
prised if we need to depose if they find a way of helping. We'll need it. If we can 
we should begin that way because the government actually claimed that when all I could 
afford is interrogatories we did not try to exercise discovery because we did not ask 
to depose. Mwanshile, they opposed our request for interrogatories, which they refused 
to answer, I think that aside from i< ader, who is Ms own kind of dictator, they have 
finally seen the value to them of what we are doing and how we do it-t ought 

OOOPs! There was another spectator-%lty. **ia predicts his retirement. I add an 



African safari. 

,“ w * taere w as aot a smgle reporter present, ever, though » bark 1 -*+* 
a c<rapla^ipd about zazing ruling. ** other and earlier four casi we're co^SST" 
-enemter, ..has xu feie first ease Sader the new law. Member my role in the 
amen.._ng»» this case in earlier fora and this court cvertiamed,. speoificaPv 

All thr**®^ ber aiS ° 86 Sre “ 3ins 211(1 i2ave doQ ® ia the three currant cases. 

¥e were right to turn, to the courts, 
i. think we nave the tiirse Pest cases, too* 

ooir+ S Cha ?f t0 ^ Ms oral «»«*** ^til there really was no 

^ v \ ^ it was 311 c^r- e th®, quite wisely, said virtual v - 

**** ^v.TfiT a , ?recious sa6tiet y 1 tope W not lost on the ’A mJ 

I think riofcteeoa a vigorous questionicg..with6>at giving ~ J iE a charc» to -av 

ris ‘ vSp9 f 8 ® for ®syi» two minutes, a Recovered well and die 

„ *• «*» « 9» 4im» or the tottE r^JSL S' 

directness oi tue confrontation os. fact, u 

bet us not underestimate power and iKuuno corruption, 
w© 11 have to wait and see if m have a whams-ie. 

1 .fed we might. I know ^in docs, 

. „ hold y° ,Jr breath. I have no idea when the decision wf» 1 be handed 

“• ***•• ho “’ is ^tting on the sensational corrupt^ of 

too pverncr. All the Balters district judges rocugsd the^ehlves lnd S vas ^oSted 
- thank by Haynsswortfc, the next district ssogMjfcieally. ^, 0 -ntec, 

However, I think you can take setae comfort, especially with th» •>:« 

tei8f r oial th, - 

A;e^b,A‘vsS^»S"thrSJ.““° * 1 ”= **** *■« «■ «* ** 

v r *v t ,. ^oiu^.aorata.oa* ^xus coart was really c' ebbf*red 

l> ® 4W aM Dy T ' he confersne© report. Sow they have an eye an Mwtrr-r and p 
^<TZZJT™ A °f assassination. Wilksy actually went into' this"; ^inritp 
are no^^ 5 98 ‘ psop .,3 '“ iJl flrsWl « Q ' 1 knowledge are still alive. What when they 

* f Xer »»****« ° 3 . th ? judicial quality of the question ,nd Pd not areas if 
you #8 j.« to say xt iw eztr»-{Judieial. However. I would not diswi*« araths? —’ ft,*. 
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